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Welcome to our 127th 

edition of the newsletter.  

Included in this months 

newsletter are articles on: 
 

• Anerobic Digestion 

• Introducing Hydor 

• Commodities Update 

• Weaning 

• Cows & Water  

• Energy Supply & Costs 
 

Your feedback and 

comments are most 

welcome.  If clarification is 

required, please contact the 

article contributor or for 

more articles and news visit 

www.fcgagric.com.  

Edited by Gerard Finnan 

of DBL Buying Group and 

The Farm Consultancy 

Group  

Tel: 07976 426420. 

 

Are you thinking of developing/refurbishing an existing 

building or planning a new one?  
 

If so, let us know because we have many products and services 

which can help take the pain out of it. From lighting and ventilation, 

to building materials and project management. We can help with all 

your necessary requirements and more. Even if you are simply 

repairing a barn, we can help! 

Below are a number of services and products we can supply to 

take away strain and make your life easier and give you the desired 

result . . . 

• Shed, parlour and building design service through our sister 
company 

• Livestock hardware products 

• Project management 

• Ventilation 

• Lighting 

• Building materials 

• Grant applications 

• Insurance 

• Water harvesting 

• Renewable energy 
 

 For Further advice please contact David Quance on  

07395 498175 or e-mail: david@dblbuyinggroup.co.uk 

Building Maintenance & Development 

To visit our website  

click here 

David Quance Sales Development Manager  

E. david@dblbuyinggroup.co.uk  

M. 07395 498175 T. 01935 850993 
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In my previous working life, I had the pleasure of managing 2 demonstration Anerobic Digesters (AD). I 

became very passionate about the whole concept of using cow slurry to produce methane gas that could 

fuel a Combined Heat & Power unit (CHP) and also a gas boiler.  Farmers who are committed to AD get a 

real buzz out of producing biogas as a renewable energy from on farm waste streams.  
 

The whole concept of Small-Scale AD on livestock farms has yet to be 

properly promoted, the government should start to look at incentives to 

encourage 250 kW or less installations by providing funds for feasibility 

studies and low-cost loans.  The digester (right) is a low-cost concept 

designed by Marches Biogas which is focused on slurry-based enterprises 

called a Plug & Play, which is exactly what it is. It is constructed in the factory 

and delivered to the farm on the back of a lorry.  It can be placed on a 

concrete pad or below ground level.  The design concept is to provide a 

simple robust solution to small scale AD.  The digester is a cylindrical glass 

reinforced plastic insulated tank with an internal heat exchanger and mixing is carried out by gas injection. 
   

This digester has a volume of 100 m3 and would suit a 150 head dairy 

farm.  If it is being fed 3 cubic meters of slurry over a 24 -hour period, 

there is a potential to produce around 65 cubic meters of biogas.  This 

gas could be used to run a small CHP unit or feed a gas boiler to heat 

water for parlour washing, under floor heating in a pig or calf unit or 

household heating to name a few.  Some milk buyers are focusing 

more on the carbon footprints of their producers.  One avenue is 

purchasing these digesters and then hiring them to their producers.  

The beauty is they can be moved from farm to farm if a producer 

decides to move companies or ceases milk production.  

 

Gas Storage.  Although slurry has a low calorific value compared to 

other feeds it contains the right bugs needed in the production of 

biogas.  Anaerobic digestion works on the same principles as a cow’s 

rumen so if you understand how to feed a cow you can feed a digester. 
 

Typically, slurry with a high dry matter will produce better gas quality 

and quantity than lower dry matters, we recorded methane levels of 

63% from slurry with a DM of 12% and from 1 cubic meter of slurry we 

were seeing 40 m3 of biogas.   
 

 

The Liquid Digestate is lower in Phoshate and Potash as 

most of the nutrient will be a higher concentration in the 

solid fraction of the digestate.  
 

The biogas industry is uniquely positioned to help 

achieve emissions reductions and mitigate many of the 

impacts of climate change through capturing organic 

wastes, producing renewable energy, and returning 

nutrients and organic content to the soil. 
 

For further advice, or an independent assessment of 

the feasibility of your farm running an AD plant, 

please contact Mark Yearsley at 

markyearsley@fcgagric.com or tel: 07984 785190.  

 

Small Scale On Farm Anerobic Digestion  

 

Mark Yearsley Dairy Business Consultant   

E. markyearsley@fcgagric.com  M. 07984 785190 T. 01935 850093 

Typical Nutrient Analysis 

  Separated Liquid 

  Slurry Digestate 

Composite Result Result 

Dry Matter % 9.6 4.5 

Total N (Kg/T) 4.2 4.46 

Ammonia N (Kg/T) 2.52 2.77 

Phosphate (Kg/T) 1.44 1.31 

Potash (Kg/T) 3.62 3.61 

Magnesium (kg/T) 0.89 0.82 
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DBL are proud to introduce a new partner to our growing network - Hydor Group. 
 

Hydor offer a range of ventilation, heating & controls designed to meet the 

specific needs of your animals and you. With over 55 years in the agriculture 

industry, Hydor know a thing or two about creating the right environment for 

animal welfare and productivity. 
 

Hydor is dedicated to agriculture with products that keep farm 

buildings and animals productive, efficient and healthy. Ventilation 

and air circulation equipment helps to move air through housing 

facilities, including milking parlours, calf housing and other 

confinement buildings. Ventilation has numerous benefits as it 

ensures ‘cow comfort’, alleviating the effects of conditions such as 

pneumonia and heat stress, which contributes to increased 

production efficiencies. 

If you want to know more or would like a visit to discuss any ventilation questions,  

please feel free to contact: Andrew Jones - 07717 442888, David Quance - 07395 498175  

or e-mail sales@dblbuyinggroup.co.uk 

Introducing A New Partner – Hydor 

Over the last month the pound has strengthened 

against both the dollar and the euro.  It’s regained the 

lost 1.5cents from last month against the euro, while 

showing significant volatility, but strengthened 5 cents 

against the dollar! 

Oil prices have continued to firm, and we’ve seen this at 

the pumps, with Brent Crude nearly $70/barrel. 

While the UK again saw a shrinking in the economy 

during the first quarter of 2021 there is now a belief that 

we could see the strongest recovery in the economy 

since the Second World War, especially with the easing 

of lockdown.  A bit different than Australia which is now 

threatening to close its borders until at least the end of 

2022 and imprisonment for any citizen returning before 

this time! 

The GDT has seen two minor falls in the last month, -

0.1% & -0.7%, which have been seen as simple 

corrections after the huge (+15%) at one of the auctions 

last month.  World prices are still at their highest level 

since 2014. 

Milk Powder.  With prices continuing to firm, and SMP 

prices at its highest for the last five years there has 

been an increase in milk powder prices this month. 

 

 

Feed.  All feed prices have continued to increase this 

last month, with some of the increases due to the dry 

weather here in the UK, with the recent rain there is 

hope that this might ease some prices and a recent 

conversation with a local agronomist highlighted that all 

the cereal crops are looking good now after this rain, 

but he wonders if straw might be in short supply after a 

stunted spring growth period.  His example was a 

winter barley crop that was coming into ear at only a 

foot tall! 

Fertiliser.  Fertiliser prices are simply continuing to firm 

due to worldwide demand. 

Nitram increased by £10/t this month but the cynic in 

me wonders if this is simply to make the opening new 

season price look better?  Early conversations 

regarding silly season are that the feeling is there will 

not be significant savings to be made when prices are 

announced and it will be a slow burn process this time, 

rather than the usual madness to get the best price as 

quickly as possible because it can only last a matter of 

hours. 

However, like usual I will be keeping a book of people’s 

requirements to ensure we can move, if we need to. 

On an aside I still have a little bit of aftercut fertiliser 
available if people have still yet to commit. 

  

 Andrew Jones Dip RN Technical Sales Specialist  
 E. andrew@dblbuyinggroup.co.uk  M. 07717 442888  T. 01935 850993 

Commodities Update 
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At a recent meeting of our Beef Discussion Group, we covered the topic of the post-weaning check.  We 

identified factors affecting this: 

1. Calf immune system – have they received adequate colostrum?  On a dairy farm rearing homebred 

calves this is easy to control.  For a beef rearer purchasing calves, the source of the calves is critical.  

Those producers who have an established relationship with dairy farmers who pay attention to 

colostrum feeding were seeing significantly less disease.  

2. Avoid changes for two weeks post-weaning.  Changes in groups, diet, 

housing or forage source are risk factors. 

3. Reduce stress – disease pressure and in particular coccidiosis was 

mentioned by the group.  For those rearing calves outdoors, develop a 

risk map of the farm identifying paddocks with a history of coccidiosis.  

4. Forage intakes – high quality forage should be available. Is it 

palatable?  Are outdoor calves kept in one pa dock which becomes soiled or are they being given 

fresh grass frequently? 
 

Various criteria were being used for weaning - including weight, age and concentrate intake as in indicator 

of rumen development.  In all systems, simplicity was key. We also discussed once-a-day feeding of calves.  

There are many studies of once-a-day milk replacer feeding of calves: 
 

   Article 1—click here    Article 2—Click here 
 

These studies have shown the following benefits from OAD feeding after 4 weeks of age: 

• No effect on growth rates – generally higher 

• Significant reduction in labour requirement (25-36%). 

• Enhanced early rumen development due to higher intake of forage and concentrates. 

• This can lead to higher intakes overall and consequently earlier weaning.  
 

Anecdotal evidence also suggests a lower incidence of nutritional scour.  
 

For further advice, please contact Tom Malleson on 07496 760242  

or e-mail tommalleson@fcgagric.com 

Minimising The Post-Weaning Check 

 Tom Malleson Dairy Business Consultant   

 E. tommalleson@fcgagric.com  M. 07496 760242 T. 01935 850093 

On Wednesday 9th June at 12.30pm, I will be sharing with you a general overview of one of my client’s 

dairy farms.  The two brothers are very switched on and have a tremendous passion for their business. The 

herd of 300 commercial Holsteins are achieving outstanding results, but there are always areas that need 

improving. 
 

I will give you a general rundown on herd performance, 

rationing, forage quality, building design and the challenges we 

face to improve efficiency at the same time reducing costs. 

Cow comfort is always at the top of the list and the business 

revolves around them. 
 

Once you have watched the webinar, I will invite you to ask as 

many questions as you want, and I will provide you with 

constructive answers that you can implement in your own businesses. I look forward to seeing you all then. 
 

Please e-mail sales@dblbuyinggroup.co.uk or markyearsley@fcgagric.com to register  

 
 

Mark Yearsley Dairy Business Consultant   

E. markyearsley@fcgagric.com  M. 07984 785190 T. 01935 850093 

June Webinar - Happy Cows = Happy Farmer! 
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With the warmer weather slowly creeping upon us, it’s time to be thinking about the water that your cows 

have available, be it in the shed or in the paddock! Just remember though water is important at any time of 

year because it is the main component of milk, making up over 90% of its composition. 

 

One of the best ways to reduce heat stress during the summer is to ensure a ready supply & access to 

clean fresh water.  Why is this?  It is because of the 200 litres that cows will drink during the day, a cow will 

sweat 50 litres of water through their lungs to cool themselves down.  If they don’t drink water, they can’t 

cool down! 

 

While the cows are housed during the winter, they usually don’t have far to travel to access water; it is 

important to remember that studies have found that cows will not travel more than 150-200m for water.  In 

effect they are ‘lazy’ and will stay where they are despite their thirst.  Also, at any time there should be 

enough space for 10% of the herd to be able to drink at any one time, i.e. 20 cows in a herd of 200 cows.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A good flow of water is also required as cows will drink 20 litres per minute and studies have found that a 

40% reduction in water intake will reduce milk output by 25%.  Cows also like to drink from troughs that have 

a minimum depth of 70mm, ideally 300mm, so that they are not gulping air as they drink.  Cows prefer a 

large, calm drinking surface from a clean trough. 

 

Even with plenty of water available are the cows drinking it?  Is it palatable?  Just stand and watch a cow 

drink.  Cows are more sensitive to tainted water than we are, so if you will not drink from the trough then 

they certainly will not!  Cows usually taste the water initially with a couple of flicks of the tongue to test for 

taste & temperature and if happy will then take big gulps of water.  If they are not doing this then something 

is wrong with the palatability of your water. 

 

Look at your cows as you get them in, do they have wet muzzles with plenty of froth?  Or are they dry?  

Again, this is a sign they aren’t drinking enough. 

 

One final tip must be to ensure that every time any stock is moved that the trough is flowing etc.  A broken 

arm/ball may lead to water overflowing, leading to insufficient water reaching other parts of the farm, as well 

as the potential cost of the wasted water.  Slow flow may indicate a leak elsewhere or a twisted inlet may 

prevent any flow. 

 
If you wish to discuss your cow’s water requirements, or to discuss the supply of pipe & troughs 
etc., call FAR registered Dairy Nutritionist & CowSignals® Master Andrew Jones on 07717 44288  

or email andrew@dblbuyinggroup.co.uk 

Cows And Water  

 Andrew Jones Dip RN Technical Sales Specialist  
 E. andrew@dblbuyinggroup.co.uk  

 M. 07717 442888  T. 01935 850993 
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How DBL Can Help To Cut Energy Costs On Farms And Estates? 

Many farms and estates could make significant savings on their energy and heating bills by reviewing 

supply contracts that have been allowed to run on without being reviewed. 

 

Over the past 10 years, business users will have seen electricity costs increase significantly. 

The cost of electricity supply to an average farm using 83,000 kWh a year has risen by over 45% 

during that period.  

 

Ofgem, the industry regulator for the gas and electricity markets, estimates that around 41% of 

businesses have never switched energy supplier and, as a result are on ‘deemed rates’.  

 

Deemed rates are typically 40% higher than contract rates and are a direct result of not renewing 

supply contracts after they have expired. The average rate of electricity is currently around £0.14 per 

unit – while the average deemed rate is around £0.21 per unit.  

 

It is estimated that approximately 50% of farmers and landowners are unaware of the price that they 

currently pay for their supplies, suggesting that many are paying more than they need to.  During the 

current lockdown period, it is possible that individuals may have more available time to spend in their 

home office, presenting a good opportunity to review copies of electricity and heating bills.  

Energy Supply! 

David Quance Sales Development Manager  

E. david@dblbuyinggroup.co.uk M. 07395 498175 T. 01935 850993 

 

 
 
 

If your annual power bill is higher than £5,000, DBL’s partners are well placed to undertake such a review 

on your behalf and would be happy to discuss this with you further.  

 

In order for us to complete our assessment, we require: 

• Supply address 

• Billing address 

• Copy of your latest electricity bill which includes 

MPAN number 

• Current contract end date  

• Letter of authority  

 

We are also able to work with our energy experts to review heating oil, mains and LPG gas costs. We 

simply require the following information: 

• Volume in litres per annum utilised   

• Size of tank and frequency of delivery 

• Current price  

• Location 

• Name of supplier 

For more information, please contact David Quance on 07395 498175  

or e-mail david@dblbuyinggroup.co.uk 

David Quance Sales Development Manager  

E. david@dblbuyinggroup.co.uk M. 07395 498175 T. 01935 850993 
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