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Welcome to our 123rd edition of the newsletter. Included in this months newsletter are articles
on clover safe weed control, milk powders, cross compliance updates, maize seed availability,
BPS & CSS updates, calcium soap alternatives, commodities updates and the water capital
grant.
.
Your feedback and comments are most welcome. If clarification is required, please contact the
article contributor or for more articles and news visit www.fcgagric.com.
Edited by Gerard Finnan of David Bardgett Ltd and The Farm Consultancy Group
Tel: 07976 426420.

Following on from last month’s article on Clover safe weed control, let us look at the weed control methods
we can use to successfully establish Clover into both new and existing Grassland. Whichever the cropping
situation the key is the initial broad leaved weed control.
New Leys
Establish your chosen mixture of grasses without any clover inclusion. Using the range of chemistry options open to us, we can control the initial flush of weeds very effectively as the weeds at this stage are almost all grown from seed rather than established root stocks and are very susceptible. The choice of product here would lend itself more towards the systemic actives as opposed to the more traditional hormone
products which can be quite short lived and have some lengthy periods after application before the Clover
can be added to the crop. In most circumstances one well timed application should be enough.
Once satisfied the control is good then the Clover of choice can be added using a light harrow and then
broadcast and rolled or scratched into the top of the soil. Timing for this is usually in between cuts or after
a good tight grazing.

Established Grassland
Weed control in these situations can be more difficult and takes more than one treatment to achieve satisfactory results. We all know how tough Thistles, Nettles, Docks and Buttercups
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Always seek the advice of a BASIS qualified Agronomist and read all product labels before making any applications. For more information contact
Andrew on Tel: 07717 442888 or email andrew@davidbardgett.co.uk
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For our spring calving clients, now is the time to be thinking about purchasing milk powder. We can
source milk powder directly from Bonanza, The Calf Company and Trouw Nutrition, and indirectly from
others to meet your requirements. While SMP (Skim Milk Powder) levels are not quite at the highs of a
year ago, they are still historically high compared to the average of the last five years and this may
again influence your choice of milk powder. It has been two and a half years now since Trouw
launched their Energized Calf Milk (ECM) powder and prior to this I was always hesitant to recommend
a powder as everyone has different ideas for their ideal powder. However, with the experience I now
have of the ECM powder I would not recommend anything else.
I have sold, and seen the results for, the powder in spring, autumn and AYR calving herds which have been Holstein,
Jersey, Ayrshire or Crossbreed and every time I hear how well the calves are doing on the powder. How the calves are
bigger, stronger, healthier, have less scours and more energy than previously, on alternative products. Calves look like
they have been reared on whole milk! Some of this must be attributed to the fact that the powder has been designed to
be as close to whole milk as possible, and so easier for the calf to use and digest. While the headline price maybe
higher it can work out cheaper to use than some alternative powders because you are using a lower inclusion rate of
the product vs other powders.
The Calf Company now have a 60% Skim Organic Milk Powder available. It is a great alternative to the existing organic milk powders in the marketplace. Remember that feeding milk powder will help your Johnes control plan, by limiting
any chance of cross contamination.
For more information, contact Andrew on Tel: 07717 442888 or email andrew@davidbardgett.co.uk

Cross compliance rules have not changed for 2021. Changes have been made to the inspections and enforcement
action taken if the rules are not met.
Inspections
Inspections will become more focused on the risk of the impact on the environment. Farms likely to
have low level non-compliance will have fewer inspections.
Before an inspection visit, you will be sent a list of records that are required during the inspection.
There may also be some detailed questions to answer about your engagement with the Cross
Compliance rules.
Penalties
Rather than the blanket 3% penalty for non-compliances; there will be different penalty levels introduced which will depend on the severity of the impact to the environment. This will affect those who apply for the Basic Payment Scheme
(BPS) in 2021 and Countryside Stewardship (CS) agreements both starting on and after the 1 st January 2021.
Contact Emily at emilywynder@fcgagric.com or Tel 07944 680469 for all regulatory matters.

Most of our clients should have by now received a copy of our 2021 maize seed catalogue from Grainseed Ltd, along
with a cover letter from myself. Mesurol is no longer available as a seed dressing, but all our varieties now come
dressed with Korit, as a bird repellent. Korit is an irritant and appropriate PPE gear should be worn when handling the
seed. I had the chance to inspect the local trial plots at Lackham College in October and was particularly impressed
with the Lovely and Crosbey varieties I saw that day. Over the years we have also had some great feedback from clients who have used seed from ourselves:

•
•
•
•

“Best crop of maize I’ve seen on the farm in the time I’ve been here”
“Lovely by name and a lovely crop grown”
“All the neighbours are saying it’s the best maize crop in the area”
“Contractor says it’s the best maize crop harvested this year”

This year we are running the following deal for our clients: Order now for delivery March/April, with payment in May
2021. Also why not order your maize starter fertiliser at the same time and receive a discount on this as well? Again,
order now for payment May 2021.

If you have yet to receive a copy of our catalogue and/or would like more information about any of the varieties
we have available, **update 11/01** – popular varieties already have very limited stocks or sold out, please
think about your requirements early to avoid disappointment.
Contact Andrew on Tel: 07717 442888 or email andrew@davidbardgett.co.uk , please let me know and I will get
a copy of our catalogue out to you ASAP.
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The Countryside Stewardship and Environmental Stewardship payment window for 2020 revenue claims
runs from the beginning of December 2020 to the end of June 2021.
Countryside Stewardship Capital Claims – Remember to complete all capital works within two years of
the agreement start date. All work must comply with the agreement and must be paid for, before making a
claim. All claims for payment should be submitted no later than three months after the agreement end date.
Countryside Stewardship 2021 – In 2021, air quality will be introduced as a new objective for Countryside
Stewardship Scheme applications. The aim is to reduce ammonia emissions from agriculture and will
mean that existing options that improve air quality (e.g. slurry store covers or planting of tree shelter belts),
and two new capital items may be used in priority areas to improve air quality. The two new capital items
will be automatic floor scrapers and low emission flooring, both for livestock housing. We will know further
details once the Countryside Stewardship manuals for 2021 have been published.

BPS Payment Rates 2020
Financial disciple mechanism (FDM) reductions will not apply in 2020, so most BPS applicants will receive
a slightly higher payment.

Contact Sophie at sophiecahill@fcgagric.com or Tel: 07496 587011 for more information.

With the recent price rises in calcium soaps are you looking for an alternative, if you are not already contracted fully for the winter?
With the most well-known brand of calcium soap now around the £900/t mark, and cheaper imported alternatives nearer £800/t why not use an alternative that is currently closer to £700/t? As well as being cheaper, it is more digestible, making it very comparable in terms of usable energy. It also has the benefits of
having a fatty acid profile closer to the cows’ requirements including some Omega-3 & Omega-6, to help
improve the fertility* of your cows, because included in its mix of blended oils is marine oil, which we can
still feed legally to cows, unlike fish meal which we cannot. As it is not a calcium soap it will not suppress
Dry Matter Intakes, something calcium soaps are proven to do. Even better, its blend of oils do not include
any palm products which calcium soaps are obviously made from, and so therefore more sustainable longterm making it easier to keep your milk buyer happier! There is also no limit to the amount of product you
can feed the cow, unlike calcium soaps, so if your diet requires an energy boost this is a way to do it without raising your starch levels too high.
I have clients that we feed it to every winter and they certainly notice the benefits!
The product is Dynalac from UFAC which has been
available on the market for over 40 years and so is
well proven as an alternative to calcium soaps.
*500g Dynalac is the equivalent of 400g fish meal
supplying Omega-3 & Omega-6 to the cow, to help
improve fertility.
For more information contact Andrew on
Tel: 07717 442888 or
email andrew@davidbardgett.co.uk
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Over the last month the pound has strengthened by about four cents against the dollar and by a cent
against the euro. Oil has risen over the last month by $5/barrel. Today’s GDT results saw an increase of
+3.9%, following a +1.3% before Christmas. This round saw increases for every product class offered at
the auction. SMP is just short of the peak price of 13 months ago.
Milk Powder - With the continued firming of commodities there are again minor increases in products this
month.
Feed - After starting to dip pre-Christmas all feed prices have now increased since
the new year with China again entering the market and fear of a drought and
strikes in South America, with the threat of exports being stopped.
Fertiliser - The world market is currently quiet, but indications are that prices will
continue to firm, and supplies this spring will be tight. Europe is about 30% down,
and the UK 35-40% down on expected deliveries by this time of year, so there is a
lot of business still to be done before the Spring. CF haven’t currently changed
prices, but the expectation is that they will.
Urea is expected to be in short supply until late Feb, and prices are increasing with urea around the £280/t
mark, but there are some good Urea Sulphur blend prices currently available.
Phosphate prices are also continuing, with DAP currently around the £350/t mark, but replacement prices
currently in the £360s/t.
Advice must be if you have not already done so, purchase your requirements shortly, because there
will be delays in delivery the closer you get to spring. For up-to-date specific quotes,
contact Andrew on Tel: 077174 442888 or andrew@davidbardgett.co.uk

We have now had confirmation that the CS Water Capital grants offered for application in 2021 will increase
from a maximum of £10,000 to £20,000. You do not need to apply or be in a stewardship scheme to avail
of these grants. Applications are likely to open mid-February 2021, so start thinking about any capital
works that you need to do on the farm now. The application process is fairly straight forward, and may include the involvement of your local Catchment Sensitive Farming Officer for certain items, and if you are
within a High Priority water quality area (you can check this via the MAGIC maps website (Magic Map Application (defra.gov.uk)). Examples of popular options that have been available over the last few years are:
•
•
•
•

Concrete yard renewal, £27.14 per square metre
Roofing, £62 per square metre
Livestock and machinery hardcore tracks, £33 per metre
Livestock troughs, £110 per trough

For the full list and details of all the capital items that have been available previously (and we would expect
2021 to be no different), go to Countryside Stewardship grants - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk). For successful
applicants in 2021, agreements will start on 1st January 2022 and expire on 31st December 2023.
Start thinking about any capital works
you would like to do and contact us
now so that we can be ready to submit
your application as soon as the application window opens in February.

Contact Sophie at
sophiecahill@fcgagric.com or
Tel: 07496 587011.
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Disclaimer: Whilst every care is taken to provide accurate information, no liability can be accepted for any omission or inaccuracy of fact
or opinion. These comments are for general guidance only. For specific recommendations consult the signposted consultant.
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