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July 2020 

Welcome to our 117th edition of the newsletter.  Included in this months newsletter are articles 
on cross compliance rules, employee & worker rights, dairy scholarship, buying group ad-
vantages, water storage tanks, growing grass with sulphur, commodities updates, slurry separa-
tion and secure covers. 
                                                                             . 
Your feedback and comments are most welcome.  If clarification is required, please contact the 
article contributor or for more articles and news visit www.fcgagric.com.  

 
Edited by Gerard Finnan of David Bardgett Ltd and The Farm Consultancy Group  
Tel: 07976 426420. 

 

It is important to reduce the risk of any breaches or mistakes which can cause penalties on your farm support payments 
(including BPS).  
 
Here are the Important Management Practices to be aware of for August 2020: 
 
1st August – Start of close period for applying organic manures with high readily available 
Nitrogen content (e.g. slurry, poultry manures, liquid digested sewage sludge) to tillage 
land on shallow or sandy soils, except where crops will be sown on or before 15 th Septem-
ber. 
  
If you have been granted a derogation by RPA, you may be able to cut or trim hedges throughout August, to sow 
oilseed rape or temporary grassland. (GAEC 7a) 
 

For any queries on cross compliance and farm records, contact Emily at  
emilywynder@fcgagric.com or call 07944 680469. 

Inside this issue: 

Buying Group 

Advantages 
2 

Water Storage 

Tanks 
2 

Grow  More Grass 

With Sulphur 
3 

Commodities Update 3 

Slurry Separation 4 

Secure Covers 4 

If so, why not consider applying for a dairy scholarship? 
Every year the Trehane Trust sponsors dairy-related scholarships through the Nuffield Farming Scholar-
ship Trust.  They provide an opportunity for anyone aged between 22 and 45 years old and involved in 
any part of the dairy supply chain to study a dairy related subject at home or overseas, or a combination 
of both.  

 
Most Trehane scholars will tell you that as a result of their scholarship – 
their travels, their study and the overall experience have been life and 
business changing.  Read more here:  

https://fcgagric.com/are-cows-milk-and-the-dairy-industry-your-passion-

if-so-why-not-consider-applying-for-a-dairy-scholarship/ 

Employment law was updated in April.  Up to April 2020, employees who have been continuously employed for more 
than one month must have been provided with a written contract of employment within two months of employment com-
mencing.  From 6 April 2020, all new employees and workers will have the right to a contract of employment or a state-
ment of particulars from their first day of employment.  Since the new obligation is to provide particulars on ‘day one’, 
employers should begin preparation of the revised statement of particulars during the recruitment stage and ensure that 
these include every element of the new requirement.  Employers will need to consider who might qualify as a worker, 
issuing contracts of employment only to employees and using a separate template when issuing particulars for workers.   

If you require a contract of employment template or advice, contact Gerard on 07976 426420 or 
email gerardfinnan@fcgagric.com    

http://www.davidbardgett.co.uk
http://www.fcgagric.com
mailto:emilywynder@fcgagric.com
https://fcgagric.com/are-cows-milk-and-the-dairy-industry-your-passion-if-so-why-not-consider-applying-for-a-dairy-scholarship/
https://fcgagric.com/are-cows-milk-and-the-dairy-industry-your-passion-if-so-why-not-consider-applying-for-a-dairy-scholarship/
mailto:gerardfinnan@fcgagric.com
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Since joining David Bardgett Ltd and while confined to the office, I have had time to build upon deals al-
ready established by Andrew, and re-establish old supplier contacts and set up some new supplier con-
tracts with some attractive deals and discounts for group members.  
Discounts range from 5-20% off retail prices!!  Here is a list though not complete as still being added to, of 
group advantages currently available. 
 
Spaldings - machinery wearing parts, workshop equipment and harvest products.    
Enduramax - water and chemical storage tanks, quad bike/atv sprayers. 
Rumenco - mineral buckets and feed blocks.  
Handley Enterprises - platemeters & quad safety.                                                      
Bartletts Country Store - garden machinery, animal health,milking parlour service and repairs. 
Batemans - gates, hurdles, water troughs, feed barriers, livestock handling systems, bespoke ironwork. 
Ark Agriculture – secure covers for silage pits and wind breaks.           
Lallemand (Biotal) - silage additives and feed additives.     
CIS   - all health testing.  
Cogent   - semen.              
Kelvin Cave - silage additives and silage sheets.     
Rainexo – tarpaulins and covers.       
KiwiKit    - livestock management equipment.       
Shearwell - ear tags     
Silostop – silage sheets and covers. 
 
These are on top of the regular tenders we do including dairy chemicals, liquid nitrogen, AI services, animal 
health products and fertiliser. 
 
Contact Andrew on 07717 442888 or email andrew@davidbardget.co.uk , or Steve on 07395 498175 
or email steve@davidbardgett.co.uk , for specific product or supplier discounts and start saving 
today on a wide variety of products and services exclusive to group members.  

 

If it is worth getting set up to collect rainwater, it is worth storing your wa-
ter safely.  You need to keep it clean and ready to use when you need it.  
Below are a few points to help you be sure you are getting the best water 
storage tank solution for your rain collection system. 
 
10 Must-Haves for a Water Storage Tank  
    
Here are the top features to look for in a rain collection and water storage tank.  If these features become 
part of your rain collection system you will be all set to store clean water and keep it that way. 
 
1. Algae needs light to grow.  Tanks are opaque keeping the sunlight out and the water pure.  
2. The beefed-up roof structure with moulded-in truss-like supports eliminates collapsing in the heat of 

the day. 
3. Ribbed walls act like belts around the tank keeping it in shape.  This reduces bulging. 
4. Rotomolded Single Piece Construction: When cooked and cooled at an even rate, the raw material is 

bonded together to make this tank virtually indestructible.  Rotationally moulded in a single mould 
means the tank is seamless, water-tight and leak-proof. 

5. 10-Year Warranty: Make sure your tank has a 10-year warranty.  This is basic, but important. You 
want to be covered when storing the water, that you made the effort to collect. 

6. Four hefty built-in lifting and tie-down points at each corner make it easy to handle. 
7. These tanks are WRAS approved for potable water storage.  If not, your water could become con-

taminated and un-usable.  
8. High density polyethylene using a high-pressure extrusion process providing the optimum colour dis-

tribution.  This process reduces the amount of colour pigment making the poly stronger. 
9. This UV resistant material stops high rated sunrays breaking down the tank sidewalls. 
10.  Flat areas round the base and the top of the tank for plumbing extra tank fittings. 

 
For more information contact Steve Willats on 07395498175 or email steve@davidbardgett.co.uk 

http://www.davidbardgett.co.uk
mailto:andrew@davidbardget.co.uk
mailto:steve@davidbardgett.co.uk
mailto:steve@davidbardgett.co.uk
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Sulphur is an important element for plant growth and development.  It impacts on dry matter yield and pro-
tein levels in grass.  Sulphur has a close interaction with Nitrogen.  The aim should be to have an N:S ratio 
of 13:1.  Most detailed soil analysis will provide you with this information. 
 
Sulphur is very mobile within the soil.  Sandy and shallow soils are particu-
larly prone to sulphur deficit.  Loamy soils where rainfall between November 
and February is >200 mm or clay soils with rain >400 mm in the period are 
also prone to deficiency. 
 
When discussing fertiliser requirements many people are surprised how much sulphur is actually required.  
The more nitrogen you apply the more sulphur is needed. 
 

• Silage fields require 40 kg SO3/hectare before each cut on soils at risk of sulphur deficiency, see 
above. 

• Grazing fields require 20 to 30 kg SO3/ha per 100 kg N/ha applied, e.g. apply 34.5%N fertiliser at 580 
kgs/ha total during the grazing season would require between 40 and 60 kg SO3/ha. 

 
Sulphur can be applied in three main ways organic manure/slurry, compound fertiliser, e.g. single or double 
top, or a sulphur fertiliser, e.g. Gypsum which is 40% SO3.  Normally a combination of two or three of these 
options are used depending on your fertiliser regime and what organic manure/slurry is available. 
 
Correcting any sulphur imbalances in the soil could result in increases of up to 25% in dry matter yield and 
up to 4% in protein levels.  These can lead to reduced concentrate costs as lower protein levels can be 
used as well and increased output of forage per hectare. 
 

To discuss your fertiliser plans to ensure they optimise production, contact Phil on  
07798 673665 or at pcooper@fcgagric.com  FACTS. 

Over the course of the last month the pound fell about a cent and a half against both the dollar and the eu-
ro.  
 
Oil (Brent Crude) continues to firm.  While it has had some falls over the month it is now up $3/barrel on 
last month at $43/barrel.  GDT prices have also continued to firm and have surprised the market with an 
8.3% jump in the latest auction.  The biggest increase was 14.0% for Whole Milk Powder. 
 
Milk Powder - Milk powder prices have overall remained stable this last month, but the high skim (50%) 
ECM product from Trouw has fallen by £25/t for July. 
 
Feed - Cereals have remained stable this month with maize still putting a ceiling on the pricing while pro-
teins increased slightly on the back of the weaker currency. 
 
Q3 prices for minerals were expected to remain stable but have seen further increases, mainly off the back 
of a main importer for Phosphorus going out of business which have pushed Phosphorus prices up 25-
30%.  On top of this there have been increases in the cost of Vitamins A & E, but a small decrease in the 
cost of Biotin. 
 
Fertiliser - There is a perceived weakness in P & K prices in the UK, which is expected to firm as demand 
increases (for autumn reseeds) so now would be a good time to look at your autumn requirements. 
 
Globally Urea prices are increasing, and the UK market is expected to 
follow with increases in urea & AN prices. 
 

If you would like more information, please contact Andrew Jones on  
07717 442888 or email andrew@davidbardgett.co.uk  

http://www.davidbardgett.co.uk
mailto:pcooper@fcgagric.com
mailto:andrew@davidbardgett.co.uk
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Disclaimer: Whilst every care is taken to provide accurate information, no liability can be accepted for any omission or inaccuracy of fact 
or opinion. These comments are for general guidance only. For specific recommendations consult the signposted consultant. 

Mechanical separation of slurry improves the application and fertilising qualities of the separated slurry vs 
original slurry.  Separating slurry also reduces the amount of storage needed by up to 30%. 

Separated Liquid - By separating the liquid from the solids: 
 

• The volume liquid volume reduces by 17 to 20% - The esti-
mated application cost of £1.60/m3 working on a rate of 47 
m3 per hour equates to £75/hour which give a 10 to 12 mi-
nute per hour time saving.  Increasing the amount of slurry 
that can be applied per hectare/hour. 

• The ammonia fraction of nitrogen which is directly taken up by 
plants also increases by 6 % resulting in a faster absorption 
rate by the growing crop.  

• The absence of large solid particles makes application with 
dribble bars, trailing shoes and shallow injectors easier reduc-
ing the time and cost of spreading. 

• Phosphorus composition is reduced by 18%.  
 

Separated Solids 
 
The resulting solids are compostable with a high nutrient concentration, especially organic nitrogen and 
phosphate which makes it ideal for spreading at the cultivation stage pre-drilling of cereal and maize crops.  
The product is friable – easy to spread and minimises the wear and tear of machinery. 

A composting process of three to six months will reduce the mass volume by 50% giving a more concen-
trated product, which can be exported cost effectively as part of your NVZ plan or sold to non-livestock 
farms. 

Livestock farmers all over the world are now investing heavily in this technology to process their 
animal waste, turning a problem into a benefit and reducing their fertiliser costs.  If you would like 
an appraisal of your current slurry handling and storage system, please contact Mark at markyears-
ley@fcgagric.com or ring 07984 785190.  

 
FCG Sherborne Office:  

  
Tel: 01935 850093 

Email:  
midwest@fcgagric.com 

  
4 Trent Court 

Trent, Sherborne 
Dorset, DT9 4AY 

Value for money should be the main priority for any purchased farm equipment, 
including protective silage covers.  Secure Covers were developed over 17 
years ago and have a unique patented construction that will not fray if dam-
aged.  Secure Covers have been designed to withstand the rigours of farm use 
and come with a full money back 10-year guarantee against UV degradation.  In 
practice many are still in use after fifteen years.  Mr Holliday, from Penrith says 
that "Secure Covers have protected my silage without any tyres for the last four-
teen seasons and are still going strong.  They do an excellent job." 
 
The interlocked knitted structure of Secure Covers gives flexibility with strength.  
They follow the contours of the clamp’s surface, reducing wind lift, keeping the sheet 
beneath in contact with the silage minimising surface waste as well as protecting the 
silage sheet from damage by birds and animals.  Many farmers have found that 
“Secure Covers are convenient and take a quarter of the time to sheet the clamp.  
Once on, they protect the sheet from bird damage." 
 
Secure Covers make it easy and quick to cover and uncover the clamp saving time 
and effort by dispensing with tyres.  They are perfectly suited to a multi-cut silage 
system.  Secure Covers can be used on all grass and wholecrop silage clamps. 
 

For more information and pricing on www.securecovers.com  
call Steve on 07395 498175 or email  steve@davidbardgett.co.uk  

http://www.davidbardgett.co.uk
mailto:markyearsley@fcgagric.com
mailto:markyearsley@fcgagric.com
mailto:midwest@fcgagric.com
http://www.securecovers.com
mailto:steve@davidbardgett.co.uk

